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After six years as leader of CGA, Pieter Nortje has stepped down as Chairman. 
Pieter’s dedication to solving industry challenges, his foresight and intense 
focus on industry issues has meant that the industry continues to grow. 

Ben Vorster, incoming Chairman, thanked Pieter for his hard work and dedica-
tion through some difficult periods in the industry.  Pieter, as outgoing Chair-
man continues as a member of the Executive Committee as Vice Chairman. 

As agreed at the 2017 CGA AGM, a further Vice Chairman position was created 
for succession planning – Cornel van der Merwe continues in this role. 
George Hall and Fanie Meyer round off the Executive Committee.

Pieter Nortje, outgoing 
Chairman.

Ben Vorster, incoming 
Chairman.  

GLORIA WEARE

Changes and new appointments on 
the Citrus Growers' Association’s Board

MITCHELL BROOKE TO OVERSEE SEP PROGRAMMES 
FROM THE 1ST APRIL 2018 
Mitchell Brooke will take over the management of the Japan and 
South Korean Special Export Programmes (SEPs) for CGA. This 
change has been precipitated by Paul Hardman being drawn into 
other roles and responsibilities at CGA which have meant he is not 
in a position to give the SEPs sufficient time and attention they 
require. Mitchell has agreed to play a greater oversight role for 
these programmes. 

Mitchell comes with considerable experience from years working 
in and around the port in various capacities linked to the citrus 
industry. He will continue with this current main role at CGA as 
Logistics Development Manager while overseeing the SEPs. All 
communication regarding the SEPs should be directed to Mitchell: 
mitchell@cga.co.za

A change in the structures is an opportunity to look afresh at how 
things work and I’m sure Mitchell and team will have some ideas on 
how to take the SEPs to a different level. 

SEP ACCOUNTS From an administration perspective Shelly 
Crosson has taken over from Mena Büchner and will be handling 
the invoicing and accounts matters. Shelly can be contacted on 031 
765 2514 or shelly@cga.co.za.

OPERATIONS Our team at the port, Faisal Asmal and Rauff 
Dawood, will continue playing their part in making the SEP run 
smoothly. Operation queries should be directed to Faisal for Japan 
and Rauff for South Korea.

RECOGNITION OF LONG SERVICE It is appropriate at this time 
to also recognize both Faisal and Rauff for their service to the SEPs 
over the years. 

Special Export 
Programme 
Changes for 2018

Mitchell Brooke. Rauff Dawood.Faisal Asmal.
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Senwes has become the third citrus producing region to top 
the 13% of total exports mark and as such is entitled to have a 
second regional Director on the CGA Board. 

Pieter Engelbrecht’s grandfather started farming tobacco in 1956 on 
the same farm that they still use today.  Pieter’s father, Willem took 
over, farming tobacco and various other cash crops such as vegeta-
bles, cotton, maize and wheat.  At that time the farm’s name was 
Volharding Boerdery which is still their motto today. The name was 
changed to Piet Engelbrecht Trust in the early 80’s. 

The Engelbrecht’s involvement in citrus began by accident.  Willem 
bought a piece of land and after the transaction was finalised a 
phone call from Kasmar nursery informed him there was an order 
for navel trees for that specific piece of land. He was ready to refuse 
the order but after speaking to his accountant it was decided to 
accept the order.  The rest is history!

Pieter himself attended Lowveld Agriculture College after his year’s 
army training.  Coming back to the farm he began to work as an 
employee – at the bottom, with a very lowly wage. His father’s argu-
ment was ‘you’ve finished studying, now you’re here to learn.’    Over 
the next few years the emphasis gradually changed from tobacco to 
citrus. (80% of our energy went into tobacco and gave only 30% of 
our income).  They packed their own fruit under the Outspan Brand.  
After deregulation (1994) they started exporting a small portion of 
fruit themselves with the rest still under the Capespan brand. 

About two years later they started 
exporting all the fruit themselves, 
but using different export agents 
for different markets.  “My father 
and I decided at that stage to stop 
farming with the tobacco and to 
keep infrastructure like central 
pivots in place.  We turned to easier 
crops like maize, wheat and soya beans which need less attention. 
After packing under various brands we decided to create our own 
brand called Piet Citrus. It is about 20 years old and well established 
all over the world. It was one of the first brands in China. The Piet 
Citrus brand is one of the most respected brands globally because 
of its consistency and quality. A massive effort goes into keeping 
it that way.  The main varieties are navels, soft citrus and lemons.  
Piet Citrus is also well represented locally with its fruit in almost all 
supermarkets, fresh-produce markets and municipality markets.”

“My personal vision is to hand over the expertise and condition of 
the business to the next generation in the same or better condi-
tion that I received it.”   Pieter’s personal involvement in the citrus 
industry includes him acting as vice president of  Agri Limpopo; 
chairman of Agri Loskop; board member of Loskop Irrigation Board 
and Regional Director, CGA. Pieter has two sons Willem (25) Coenie 
(23) both back on the farm as the fourth generation. He is now a 
new father of a six month old daughter!

NEW DIRECTOR ON THE CGA BOARD
Pieter Engelbrecht: Second Director for Senwes

Faisal began working for the SEPs while these were still adminis-
tered by the Deciduous Fruit Producers' Trust, reporting to George 
Hendriks. In 2006 CGA took over the administration of the SEPs 
from DFTP and Faisal was contracted by CGA directly to look after 
the Japan programme out of Durban. In time Faisal has taken over 
more responsibilities for the Japan programme and now also plays 
an operational oversight role for the South Korean programme. 
These activities have centred on Durban port but at various stages 
also included activities in Port Elizabeth and Cape Town. Despite 
the volumes to these markets fluctuating the number of challenges 
and issues arising in any given season appears to remain the same. 
Faisal has served the industry well by proactively addressing these 
and seeking out solutions. CGA and the citrus industry appreciate 
your work Faisal and trust you will continue to add value to these 
programmes for many more years.

Rauff was also contracted by CGA in 2006 to specifically assist 
with the South Korean programme and be backup support on the 
Japan programme. In 2006 only 323 657 cartons of oranges were 
presented for South Korea inspections. With the South Korean 
protocol amendments to allow exports of South African grapefruit 
and lemons to South Korea the SEP has seen steady growth since 
2012. Initially two South Korean inspectors were in South Africa 
concurrently but this was reduced to only a single inspector at a 
time with a short overlap mid-season. This has put considerable 
pressure on the programme as volumes have increased.

 Rauff has helped to ensure that despite these pressures the 
programme has continued to operate effectively and the fruit has 
got through the system. Thank you Rauff for your hard work for 
these programmes.

All the best for the 2018 season. PAUL HARDMAN


