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CGA says there is no ‘greening’ disease threat for South

African citrus
he
Citrus

Growers’
Association of
Southern
Africa(CGA)
hasdispelled
mediareports
claimingthe
citrusindustry
and European trade are being threatened by anew greening
disease.

7TH OCTOBER 2024 BY: MARLENY ARNOLDI - DEPUTY EDITOR ONLINE

The diseasereferred toby mediareports, African Citrus Greening
(ACG), isunder official controlin South Africa through the
prevention of movement of propagation material from greening
areasto greening-freeareas, CGA explains.

Itaddsthat ACGisnotathreattothefuture of the South African
citrusindustry and that growers continue to implement
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stringent phytosanitarymeasures to safeguard produce against
disease and pests.

Notably, the disease cannot spread by fruit or seed; therefore,
any suggestions thatexport citrus can spread this disease are
incorrect.

Somemediaoutletsareincorrectly reporting that South Africa
"facesanewdisease threat" intheform of "the African strain of
thecitrus-greeningdisease". Thisalsoincorrectly conflates two
diseases.

Huanglongbing or Asian Citrus Greening, and sometimes
referredtoasYellowDragon, isafeared citrus disease and has
caused devastationinsome citrus-producing regions
throughout theworld. Thisdiseaseisnot present in South Africa,
CGA emphasises.

ACG, onthe otherhand, hasbeenreportedin South Africasince
1932 and hasbeen managed with great success since then. The
diseasewas most recently detected in October 2023 near
Ggeberha, inthe Eastern Cape, inanareawhereithasnotbeen
detected before.

ACGiscausedbyan entirely different species of bacteria, spread
byanentirely different vectoranditisacitrus disease thatisnot
nearlyasdangerousas Yellow Dragon.

The detection of ACGin Ggeberha simply required further
controlmeasures, such as control of the insect vector and
infected plant material, to continue the successful prevention of
the spread tocommercial citrus production areas, CGA points
out.
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Tolink ACGinanywaywith current cases at the World Trade
Organisation on unnecessary and trade-restrictive Citrus Black
Spotand False Codling Moth measures, isinappropriate, CGA
states, adding that these casesareinnowayrelated to ACG.:n
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