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Citrus, marijuana may replace
vanishing South African coal jobs

As coal mines and power plants close in the province, which has an unemployment rate of 38%,
as many as 24 000 jobs could be lost by 2030, the researchers wrote in the study.
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South Africa could replace coal and power-station jobs by investing in citrus and marijuana
plantations to produce hemp in its coal belt as the nation, which is the world’s 15th-biggest
producer of greenhouse gases, tries to wean itself off dependency on the dirtiest fossil fuel, a
study showed.

Read: Coal mine closures to impact 2.5m people, mainly in Mpumalanga

The eastern Mpumalanga province, which accounts for 87% of the South Africa’s production of
coal and the bulk of its power generation could also focus on producing aviation fuel from
sugarcane and boosting income from tourism, the Presidential Climate Commission said in the

https://www.moneyweb.co.za/news/south-africa/citrus-marijuana-may-replace-vanishing-south-african-coal-jobs/ 1/3


https://www.moneyweb.co.za/category/news/south-africa/
https://www.moneyweb.co.za/mineweb/coal-mine-closures-to-impact-2-5m-people-mainly-in-mpumalanga/

29/08/2024, 11:48 Citrus, marijuana may replace vanishing South African coal jobs - Moneyweb

study released Wednesday.

Read: Exxaro says Eskom to foot bill for closure of Arnot coal mine

As coal mines and power plants close in the province, which has an unemployment rate of 38%,
as many as 24 000 jobs could be lost by 2030, the researchers wrote in the study. Jobs will need
to be found to replace those, it said.

Green Jobs Could Soften Blow of Mpumalanga's Coal Shutdown

@ Potential Jobs
Global business services
Solar power installation on farm land
Wood industry
Citrus industry
Tourism
Hemp
Sustainable aviation fuel production
20K 25K
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“Against a backdrop of low growth and high employment, the energy transition away from coal
has the potential to deepen existing socio-economic challenges,” the researchers said.

Read: Proposed coal mine in Mpumalanga grasslands back in court

South Africa and the Mpumalanga province are in focus as an $8.8 billion climate finance pact,
known as the Just Energy Transition Partnership, with some of the world's richest nations is a
prototype for similar projects that are being pursued in Indonesia, Vietham and Senegal. Key to
those deals are how coal-dependent communities will be shielded from the impact of the
transition.

Sectors that could provide jobs in the future, should they attract investment, may provide as
many as 95 000 jobs, the researchers said.
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