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INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT from a colour chart. ~ 1 1  the parameters mentioned 
above should be plotted on a graph over time. Once 

CITRUS THRIPS T.G. GROUT plotted, trends will become apparent, harvest dates 

Suppressing citrus thrips populations on the spring growth flush can be estimated and problem areas in internal and 

will assist in lowering populations experienced at petal fall. On external quality parameters can be identified and ma- 

younger trees a methamidophos stem treatment is a useful op- nipulated. 
tion for this. An alternative may be an organophosphate that Degreening and post harvest rind disorders. The two 
cannot be sprayed after petal fall. If mealybug requires control, publications "Common Defects Associated with De- 
the organophosphate could be sprayed at full cover. These treat- greening of Citrusn by Andy Krajewski and Tim Pitta- 
ments will also reduce low populations of citrus psylla. Avoid way and "Postharvest Rind Disorders of Citrus Fruit" 
using abamectin at this time because it will be needed for citrus by Paul J.R, Cronje are a must for any grower. ~ ~ t h a r e  
thrips control in summer. available from CRI. Contact Bella Thulare at 013 759 

8000 or bella@cri.co.za. 
-- r A S E  CODLING MOTH S.D. MOORE ?, 

Pruning of early and late cultivars should be done as 

I 
It be to negled 'allitation in soon as possible after harvest. prune more heavily 
as FCM levels are usually low and Valencias being harvested at after a light crop if a heavy crop is expected and when the or- 
this time are generally less alternate bearing. Pruning in the winter 
earlier season cultiv,ars. Howev improves the light distribution in- 
It has been shown that ves the quality of the bearing wood inside 
for FCM from one as a thinning technique. Light 
which to ensure necessary for optimal photo- 
of a season, is to diligently continue sanitising orchards until the synthesis and light also improves colour development. In very 
previous season is truly over. Most important1 rees and especially older trees light levels drop to below 
ensure that no fruit whatsoever remains on tree side the tree and adversely affect fruit size. 
chard floor after harvesting is completed. 

r two pre-bloom foliar urea applications (low biuret urea at 

BOLLWOP'1 S.D. MOORE be applied for uniform flowering and fruit set, espe- 

Dependin, ,-I the region of the country, which influences tem- cially when leaf N levels are low and a light blossom is expected. 

perature and blossom phenology, bollworm may begin invading Fruit set treatments according to cultivar requirements need to be 

as early as September or even August. Growers should applied. Specific treatments include the application of gibberellic 

therefore begin weekly blossom inspections for bollworm eggs acid (GA) and girdling, especially for parthenocarpic cultivars 

and larvae no later than early September. Particularly if a biolog- that have a poor set. Girdling during full bloom improves set. 

ical product, such as Dipel or HELICOVIR, is going to be used, A general guideline cannot be given as fruit set treatments dif- 

sprays should be applied as soon as eggs begin to hatch. This can fer by cultivar and, in many cases, by 0rcha1-d depending on h e  

only be determined by vigilant and regular scouting. previous crop load. Moisture stress should be avoided during 
full bloom, fruit set and early fruit growth. 

CROl YD I JIT QUALITY MANAGEMENT 
P.J.R. CRONJE G~TEGREERDE BEMES~NG 
Maturity indexing on late cultivars in late areas should com- J. .. JAHRMEIJER 

mence. Maturity indexing is done to predict the rate of change in STIKSTOFBEMESTING VAN SITRUS 

fruit maturity in order to harvest fruit at a maturity that would Aan die einde van die groeiseisoen 
maintain acceptable commercial shelf life. The aim is to define 1. Blaar en grondmonsters moes aan die einde van die groeisei- 
changes or rate of change in acids and sugars and to build up a soen geneem gewees het(Februarie tot Mei). 
database over a number of years for comparison. Random Sam- 2. Resultate van die blaar- en grondontledings tesame met boordin- 
pling of fruit every week from each of ten representative trees ligting (ouderdom wan bome, onderstam, kultivar, verwagte op- 
should start 4 to 6 weeks before the expected harvest date. Ti- brengs, ens.) word gebruik vir bemestingsaanbevelings. 
tratable acidity is determined by titration with sodium hydrox- Waar mikro-spuite of enige ander stelsel behalwe druppers 
ide, sugar content (Brix) is determined using a refractometer, gebruik word: 
the sugar:acid ratio calculated and fruit colour should be read 3. Begin met stikstoftoedienings in Julie met die uitsondering 
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